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Mayor Hayes of Lynn remarked on Labor Day that the 
labor problem cannot be settled in the nature of things. 
They certainly cannot be settled in the competitive nature 
of things. 


The Dominion Trade and Labor congress in session at 
Toronto has passed resolutions unanimously in favor of 
municipalities owning lighting plants, water works, ferries, 


street railways and the federal government owning rail- 
ways, and telegraph and telephone lines. The few months’ 
experiment of publi¢ ownership at Toronto seems to have 
made a deep impression upon the Dominion laborer. It is 
the coming thing in public affairs. 


, When Edward Atkinson went to Edinburg last month to 

address the British association, he seemed to think that the 
western world was shut out as auditor, but there are 
nationalists in Scotland and they resent his speech. “The 
western farmers of the United States,” he said in his 
speech, “have thriven in the face of declining prices and 
advancing wages. ‘They are not heavily burdened with 
mortgages and are creditors rather than debtors.” Each 
statement is inaccurate. The farmers now in the rear in 
the fight tor a livelihood, demand nationalization of money, 
government ownership of the railroads and telegraph, and 
they propose to completely change the complexion of Con- 
gress so that hereafter the laws may be made in the inter- 
est of the average man rather than the corporations. 


Platform of the Massachusetts People’s Party. 


The Massachusetts people’s party state convention last 
week, in addition to the reaffirmation and indorsement of 
the Omaha platform, adopted a state platform, reprinted on 
another page, which touched upon points not mentioned in 
the Omaha declarations. The importance of several of 
these planks calls for special comment. 

The failure of the Omaha convention to demand national 
regulation of the coal supply, as we pointed out at the time, 
was one of the defects of that otherwise most admirable 
document. It was an omission which was evidently inad- 
vertent, but none the less the platform was the weaker for 
it, because there is probably no issue that the people are 
nowadays more waked up and worked up about than that 
of the community against the coal combines, and none which 
was more properly to be looked for in the platform of an 
anti-monopoly party. 

This defect the state platform of the party in Massachu- 
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setts remedies so far as it can by a plank demanding 
national regulation of the coal supply to protect the people 
from extortion, 

Another plank of the first order of importance in the 
Massachusetts platform is that demanding that the state 
shall undertake at cost the business of life and fire insur- 
ance forits citizens. This is a proposition which, we believe, 
is destined swiftly to come to the front in every state of the 
Union as one of the most important palliative measures 
possible while we wait for the full advent of nationalism. 
It means complete insurance from the cradle to the grave 
for every man, woman and child in the nation. 

There is no business which will so badly bear examina- 
tion as to its welfare as life and fire insurance as at present 
conducyed, and none that has so poor a defense to offer 
against the nationalist demand of public management. The 
most conservative estimate of the reduction in rates of life 
insurance which would be possible under state management 
at cost and without the expenses of competing and solicit- 
ing, is 50 per cent, and the truth is nearer a saving of two 
thirds than a half. On the other hand even if there were not 
a dollar of saving in the rates of premiums, the fact that 
state insurance would be absolutely safe, whereas the in- 
surance offered by the companies is nothing but a lottery, 
would be argument enough for the state system. 

The people’s party should feel itself especially pledged to 
to state insurance, for, properly speaking, the insurance busi- 
ness is but a branch of the savings bank business, and it is 
a principle of the people’s party that all banking business 
should be conducted by the people at cost for the people. 

A new plank in the Massachusetts platform is that de- 
claring that “it is the function of government to protect 


the right to labor and for that end to provide employment 
for the unemployed.” 


We take great satisfaction in that plank. It is an 
entering wedge for the nationalist proposition that it is 
the chief business of government to organize and admin- 
ister the labor and capital of the country so as to pro- 
vide employment and guarantee an equal livelihood to all 
the people. We shall have from time to time a great deal 
to say about the plank. 

The Omaha platform declares that in case of railroad 
nationalization, all national employees, railroad and other, 
should be organized under a strictly classified civil service 
system to prevent the abuse of the service for political pur- 
poses. A plank of the Massachusetts platform extends the 
same demand to the organization of all municipal and state 
as well as national employees, and demands especially that 
they shall have the right to a hearing before discharge. We 
particularly applaud this feature of the platform because 
the only important popular objection to nationalism is the 
danger of abuse of the public service for political ends, and 
the only practical and convincing answer to this is the 
declaration that precisely in proportion as the public em- 
ployment principle is extended, such employment shall be 
subjected to the conditions and guards of a classified civil 
service. 

Last year a petition, gotten up by the nationalists, was 
presented to the Massachusetts Legislature with 25,000 
signatures and the indorsement of organizations represent- 
ing 15,000 men, asking that municipalities be permitted on 
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two thirds vote of the citizens to establish public fuel yards. 
for the sale of wood and coal at cost to all citizens. It was. 
conclusively proved that the saving resulting from the 
larger scale of business and the elimination of middlemen, 
would enable coal to be furnished from such municipal 
yards to consumers at a saving of one dollar a ton by the 
ton and at the rate of several dollars a ton when furnished 
(as the poor have to buy it) by fractions of a ton. The 
Massachusetts supreme court, however, in an opinion which 
has called forth much criticism from lawyers, advised that 
the Legislature had not the constitutional power to author- 
ize towns to open such fuel yards except in case of ex- 


igency. The nationalists claimed such an exigency to have 


been developed by the existence of a combination among 
coal dealers to maintain prices, but the opinion of the court 
nevertheless sufficed to defeat their purpose. To meet this 
case the people’s party platform this year contains a plank 
reciting the state of the matter and demanding a constitu- 
tional amendment enabling the Legislature to authorize 
municipalities not only to establish fuel yards but “to carry 
on any business, not for profit, but when necessary, to pro- < 
tect their citizens from monopolistic combinations.” 

This amendment we trust will be vigorously pushed at 
the next session of the Legislature. With that once en- 
acted all legal obstacles will have been removed to the full 
triumph of the principle of municipal self-government, or 
as some call it, municipal socialism. 

To one other feature of the admirable platform we would 
call especial attention, namely to the liquor plank. This 
reiterates the proposition of the platform last year, that the 
most promising way of .ameliorating the evils of the liquor 
traffic in the existing state of public opinion, consists in 
eliminating the element of profit from the business, and 
that this can best and indeed can only be done by taking 
the traffic absolutely out of private hands and making it 
the business of the state to be conducted by salaried officials 
having no interest in the amount of sales and no motive to 
evade the law. Last year’s plank seemed, however, not 
clearly to distinguish between the function of the state and 
national governments in the regulation of the business and 
appeared indeed to suggest that the national government 
should itself conduct the manufacture and importation of 
liquors. 

Now, of course, under complete nationalism, whatever 
distilling or brewing may be done will be done by the gov- 
ernment, but it is wholly needless for the purpose of obtain- 
ing the essential object of the proposed plan for organizing 
the liquor traffic, that the general government should at 
present conduct either the manufacture or importation of 
intoxicants. It is only necessary that it should so regu- 
late the manufacture, importation and transportation of 
the goods as to protect the states in their exclusive manage- 
ment of it. This peint is made clear in the plank adopted 
this year, to which we call the especial attention of persons 
interested in temperance reform. Under the provisions of 
this plank all the general government need do is to pass a 
statute forbidding the transportation or delivery of dis- 
tilled or fermented products except to state representatives, 
in such states as have adopted public management. Thie 
would effectually prevent illegal selling. 

The union of all the honest temperance men and women 
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of the country in support of this solution of the liquor ques- 
tion, is, in our opinion, a question only of brief time. It is 
the only way out. 


The Pestilence of Competition. 


The New York Tribune is in somewhat of a panic over 
the spread of the cholera. While recognizing its self-elected 
province to resist the “tendencies toward centralization,” it 
makes bold to say that protection against pestilence clearly 
requires “centralization of powers.” It calls upon the 
national government to take the regulation out of the hands 
of local authorities in the interest and for the good of the 
whole people. Upon the same editorial page the Tribune 
begins a paragraph with this remark: “The price of coal 
has been advance unreasonably and even to an exorbitant 
extent.” It knows well enough that the cause of this 
advance is the pestilence of competition; but, instead of 
turning to the government for relief, it simply asks for 
more of the microbes of private competition. 

Nationalism means sound economic sanitation ; it means 
for one thing, coal at or near cost. Perhaps the Tribune 
does not fully realize the demoralizing effect of a monopo- 
listic distributing service. Coal is the corner-stone of the 


factory, and a prime condition precedent to a comfortable, 


home. Permit us to quote from an editorial in Industry, 
a magazine devoted to science and engineering, published at 
San Francisco: 

The base to which all values, including gold itself, are referred, is 
labor, sometimes wheat and other things, but unless a new medium 
of motive power is discovered, heat will be in the future the most 
permanent standard for values that we will have. It is true, that in 
a popular way the value in heat is not thought of, unless it be in the 
way of fuel — coal, wood, petroleum and so on, all of which tend to 
a uniform price on the basis of their heat-producing power. When 
converted to power, heat becomes a tangible commodity, dealt with 
at a price and at a very constant price, varying with the cost of fuel. 
This variation, as it now exists, is one of the wonders of our time, 
showing as it does the success with which the currents of trade can 
be impeded by commercial schemes. For example, here in San 
Francisco coal is eight dollars a ton, when it ought to be five dollars 
or less. 


The public is becomieg very restless over the way gam- 
blers are continually exploiting gold in reckless disregard 
of the common interests and yet coal, or heat if you please, 
which should be one of the commodities by which to test the 
purchasing power of a dollar, has been appropriated by a 
ring of railroad corporations and used to rob the people 
right and left. These “commercial conspiracies,” which 
the Tribune denounces in theory, are made possible by its 
proposition of “free” competition. Personal freedom, once 
proclaimed in order to break the chains of political bondage, 
is now used to desttoy individualism in business and to fix 
upon us the stigma of willing slaves. We are a free coun- 
try, — free to be robbed and free to permit robbery. The 
particular result of freedom which the capitalistic press is 
trying to explain away is a coal mine and railroad combina- 
tion by virtue of which there is taken from the people 
annually an amount of money equal to more than one half 
of the public debt. Such a freedom is a monster which has 
gone into training to “knock out” all defenders of our 
homes and firesides. If competition is to be a permanent 
condition of trade, then we say that the great poverty of 
the country’s producers and the demoralizing wealth of a 
few have come to stay. We now say to laborers that lock- 


outs, strikes, panics and congested business will continue 
until the time comes when the possessions of the poorest 
person in the land are equal to the average wealth of the 
country. Nationalism strikes “poorest” from its diction- 
ary. 


Arbitration is a Delusion. 


The representative trade papers are beginning to see that 
arbitration cannot bring about peace between labor and capli- 
tal. The American Machinist frankly admits as much when 
it says.: “In the case of a strike or lockout, one party or 
the other is sure to assume that it is in the right, and hence 
that there is nothing to arbitrate. And so the fight goes on. 
One side or the other wins by ‘force vf arms,’ which ex- 
pression is coming to be more literal every year, and the 
way for another fight is left wide open. James Otis once 
said : ‘Concession comes with better grace and more salutary 
effect from superior power,’ but there is little of this in the 
present day labor fights. Labor fights have come to be 
fights in reality, with little prospect of improvement.” 

This conclusion is inevitable under the present system ; 
but nationalists know that an etonomic democracy would 
make labor wars an anomaly. Even the faint touches of 
public ownership we have already show this. ‘There are no 
strikes in the post office department, and when the civil ser 
vice law is completed there will be no lockouts for political 
purposes. If to this were added a retiring pension after a 
reasonably term of service, the employees of the post office 
would have some notion of the intent of the prayer, — thy 
kingdom come. 


The Nominees. 


Principles before men is the sentiment of the people’s 
party, and it is just the parties which make more account 
of platform than candidates that always get the best can- 
didates. The nominees of the Massachusetts convention of 
the people’s party are worthy of the platform on which 
they stand, and that is the highest praise that could be 
given them. With two exceptions, the state ticket this 
year is the same that was nominated last, and for the 
reason that it could not be improved. 

We bespeak and confidently predict for the nominees of 
the people’s party a vote many times greater than they 
polled last year. ‘This belief is based both upon specitic 
intelligence and general considerations. The past twelve 
months has been a period in which the course of events 
has compelled people to do a great deal of thinking, and 
the democrat or republican nowadays who thinks is lost — 
to his party. 


The bicycle manufacturers west of the Allegheny moun- 
tains have formed a combination under the name of the 
Western Wheel association. The organization controls 95 
per cent of the output west of the Alleghenies. The pres- 
ident announces that it is not their intention to acquire all 
the plants and destroy competition, but their sole object is 
to protect themselves; he also states that it is not their 
purpose to raise prices to any great extent, but to prevent 
cutting of prices and preserve harmony ; but they will control 
prices. The members of the association will meet again in 
a short time to fix a scale of prices. 
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PLAGUE OF A CRAMPED EXISTENCE. 


| These lines, which we find in the Baltimore Sun, are addressed 
to the Cholera. If their author does not realize that universal 
brotherhood is a plant having its roots in the economic equality of 
men, then we have not read aright. ] 


Plague — pestilence — scourge, 
Thou dread resultant 

Of a cramped existence: 

Thou weird camp-follower of Excelsior. 
Distilled from all the squalor, 
Wretchedness and vice 

That flows from marble halls, 

To moralize again 

Amid the splendors of its source, 
And paraphrase advancement — 
How thy brewers curse thee! 


Do they not cry aloud — behold the world — 
’Tis mine, ’tis yours, or whosoever, 
By superior knowledge, wit or skill, 
Can wring it from his fellow? 

Are we not free? — 

Free to purchase with our toil 

What e’er we will, 

And treat it how we may; 

And having purchased, 

Paid for and enrolled, . 

Is it not ours? 

Who shall dare trespass or say nay 

If we elect to sink our own 

Within the bosom of the roaring sea, 
Or burn with fire — 

Are we not free — free? 

What matters it if all cannot succeed 
Or shrink from spoils won by invasion. 
Are we their keepers? 

Have they not the same weapons 

And an equal chance? 

Are they not like ourselves, free —- all free? 


Then dost thou rise 

O! messenger of the Almighty, 

Who now and ever speaks 

By inference or result, 

And from yon foul and fetid corner, 
Wherein the poor are huddled, 

Doth scale the palace wall. 

And in the silence of thy dread approach 
We hear thy footstep 

Pausing at each chamber door, 

The doors of those whom we do love, 
For whom all battles have been fought. 
All pains endured. O, God! 

Have we, then, struggled all in vain 

To raise our line above the common herd? 


O! pestilence — thou great Evangelist 
Who doth plead for man 

Beneath the vaulted dome of Heaven, 
With nations for an audience. 

Thy voice doth climb the mountain, 

Cross the desert, 

Ride upon the ocean’s restless wave 

And pierce the ear of Continents. 

A thousand creeds, 

A thousand governments — may war, 

And quarantine the vanquished 

On a thousand isles ; 

But in thy presence they must bear rebuke 
And tremble at the grandeur of thine embassy. 


Yes — in the dead faces 
Of the forms we love 


God speaketh. 

Go, burn thy war-ships 

And arm the town with trenches 
And pure air, 

Thy enemy is death — not man. 
Go, sell thy churches 

To the wise men 

And build houses for the poor: 
The battle is for life — not death. 
Go, break down all barriers, 
For, without the universal 
Brotherhood of man 

The past is vain, 

The present useless 

And the future — dark, indeed. 


A, W. HaBERSHAM. 
Baltimore, September, 1892. 


MORE LIGHT ON THE COAL CONSPIRACY. 


The New Nation printed some weeks ago an account of 
the attempt of certain capitalists to buy up the coal mines 
of Nova Scotia on the theory that the democrats, when 
Congress reassembled in December, would take the duty off 
of coal in order to strike a blow at the Reading coal com- 
bine and thus secure votes in November. Our article made 
quite a sensation in New England, because it was known 
that as the cost price of coal at the vit’s mouth in Nova 
Scotia was $1, and that it could be transported to Boston 
for 75 cents if the duty were removed. The mine owners in 
that event could sell for $2.00 a ton in New England, and 
consequently the retailers would be able to reduce their 
prices and thus cut under the Reading rates. 

We predicted that in order to meet this emergency the 
Reading people would abandon the wholesale men and 
open salaried agencies of their own. We have now to an- 
nounce that Bangs & Horton of Boston, who for over 20 
years have been the agents of the Lehigh and Wilkesbarre 
road and have built up an enormous business in New Eng- 
land, have been given 30 days notice that their services 
were no longer needed in the “ pocket” branch of this bus- 
iness. The firm still retains the cargo business but the 
“ pocket ” or wharf business will hereafter be run by the 
Reading clerks stationed at Boston. 

Bangs & Horton are inclined to think that the new ar- 
rangement will not hold. They were in the habit of guar- 
anteeing all accounts with the small coal dealers and meet- 
ing all losses on accounts. ‘Chey now find the work of years 
leveled to the ground. The Reading people, however, seem 
to have the small dealers with them; for it is given out 
that with salaried agents, the expenses will be smaller and 
the retailers can get their supplies at cheaper rates. The 
public as usual gets left, for the saving will go into the 
pockets of the retailers who are not expected to reduce the 
price to the consumer. 

And more than that. Word having come to The New 
Nation office that Henry M. Whitney, president of the 
West End railroad of this city, had gone to Halifax instead 
of taking a vacation as was announced, a friend of ours 
conveniently made the trip also, and we are able to announce 
exclusively upon his authority that while Mr. Whitney, — 
who is a brother of the Standard Oil Whitney, which con- 
cern has loaned a large sum of money to the West End, — 
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was there, a deal was consummated by which all the open 
mines in Nova Scotia pass into the hands of a syndicate, of 
which Mr. Whitney is a member. 

Mr. Whitney is a democrat, and while he favors taking off 
the duty on coal in order to strike a blow at a trust which 
is becoming a crying scandal, he puts his money where it 
will do the most good to himself. We willadd butone word : 


Suppose it should appear that the Reading people had 
appealed to the Standard Oil to hold the Canada coal supply 
so that in the event of the passage of a free coal bill by 
Congress, competition from that quarter would not harass 
the Reading combination. Let our friends who propose to 
vote the democratic ticket in the hope that the democracy 
will make the Reading trust bite the dust, be very careful 
that they are not being used by a set of speculators. 


FREIGHT RATES ON THE POSTAL PLAN. 


A. J. Gustin of Kearney, Neb., says in the course of an 
interesting letter on railroads : 

“What is transportation on the postal system? It is 
forwarding freight any distance at an average cost of such 
service. In the fifth interstate commerce annual report for 
the year 1891, the average distance of haul for the United 
States is a fraction less than 120 miles. The average receipt 
for carrying one ton of freight one mile is nine and forty 
one hundredths mills. Multiplying the average distance of 
haul by average gross revenue, we find that $1.13 per ton, 
or less than six cents per hundred pounds was all the roads 
receive on the average for all tonnage «f freight they 
moved during the year covered by that report. In other 
words, if the shipping public had bought of the railroads a 
freight stamp of five and three quarters cents for every 
100 or fraction of 100 pounds shipped any distance regard- 
less of classification, the roads would have received the 
same gross revenue they did receive, and the public would 
have been treated exactly alike, as they. are now in cost of 
postage and postal service. 

“Let me quote a late editorial of the Omaha Bee in this 
connection. The Bee’s man says: ‘A campaign orator of 
the people’s party in Georgia is reported as saying that 
the time will come when a poor man can stick a postage 
stamp on a mule and ship it from Georgia to Texas. 
When that time does come there will be fine facilities for 
the colonization of voters by the people’s party.’ 

“The people of the country have heard a great deal 
about Iowa local freight rates being ruinously low. We 
know there is some power building up certain localities 
and tearing down others; we realize there must be a screw 
loose somewhere in freight transit, but it is hard for us who 
are not expert machinists in the science of railroading by 
tariffs to discover where it is. When we learn that $1.13 
per ton per haul is all they charge on the average, we are 
led to believe that railroading, if administered to all alike, 
would make reasonable charges for its service. Let us look 
at the practical fact as applied by us in the West on our 
level prairies, and take the so-called low rates of Iowa as 
a basis. Let us ship a ton of groceries for a distance of 60 
miles under Iowa rates and the charge is $4.16. If it is 
shipped 120 miles, the average distance of a haul for the 
whole country, it is $4.45 Lowa rates against an average 
gross charge of $1.13. 

“The fact is that Iowa local rates are 50 per cent too high 
if we continue to base reasonable charges on a ton per mile 
rate. Under the Iowa rates 16 of her roads have increased 
their local tonnage almost two millions of tons during the 
past year, and her receipts have increased from over 37 
million dollars in 1889 to over 43 million dollars in 1891. 
Fourth class goods, Omaha to Kearney, are $8 a ton; first 
class goods, $12, and yet the railroads make such rates to 
more favored localities and classes, that the average-haul 
is but $1.13,” 


NATIONALISM IN POLITICS. 


THE POLITICAL COMBAT DEEPENS. 


Enthusiasm all Along the Line. Organizing Victory. What 
the Papers say. Note and Comment. 

The Australian ballot in Maine is the cause of the delay 
in sending the returns of last Monday. The despatches 
put the people’s party vote at 1500. We believe that the 
full returns will increase these figures. The new party 
has secured a foothold, while the prohibition vote has 
dropped to about 2000. Knox county seems to have been 
the banner county of the new party. 


The town of Vinal Haven, where the strike of the granite 
men has culminated in a co-operative company organized by 
the strikers, is the only town in Maine which the people’s 
party carried, the vote standing, republican 110, democratic 
129, people’s party 135. Frank K. Foster of Boston spoke 
for the democracy at Vinal Haven on Friday night before 
the election, and Henry R. Legate, the Boston nationalist, 
championed the cause of the people’s party there Saturday 
night. 

United States Justice Brewer, who was recently in Kan- 
sas, admits frankly that that state is politically very 
doubtful. 
to capture the Legislature, which will elect a successor to 


The republicans are particularly very anxious 
Senator Perkins. Ex-Senator Ingalls, having had a trial at 
downing the populists, is not in the field. He prefers to 
let Senator Perkins feel how it is to flounder on his back 
in the arena. 


Last year’s puns on the name of the populist candidate 
for governor of Massachusetts are being warmed over by 
the Boston press. 
which Maj. Winn stands is not discussed by these “ mold- 
And by the way, if any of the old 
party orators feel like exposing what they are pleased to 


We notice that the platform upon 
ers of public opinion.” 


term the “heresies of the people’s party,” let them issue a 
challenge for a joint debate. The challenge should be 
addressed to the Hon. Henry Winn, Malden, Mass. 


The old party papers said that with the nomination of 
Weaver the new party would sink out of sight. Thése pre- 
dictions have not been fulfilled. The populists are taking 


up a good deal of editorial space the vountry over. 


John Madden of Kansas, who has declined to act a second 
time as a Harrison elector, is making powerful people’s 
party speeches. His letter to the republican central com- 
mittee is in itself a fine political document. “Great social 
problems,” he said, “are living down among the people and 
are continually presenting themselves for solution. Sen- 
ator Palmer, in the United State’s Senate, in speaking of 
the Homestead trouble, sprung some of these problems, and 


he was denounced by the republican press as a socialist be- 
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cause he said labor had a property interest in that which it 
created. If this belief is socialism as understood by the old 
and existing order, then I am proud of the honor of being 
enrolled in the new school of political thought, and I here 
enter my protest against a system which enslaves and de- 
grades labor by denying to it equal protection with capital 
—a property interest in that which it creates and an equal 


distribution in the proceeas of its earnings.” 


Perhaps the president forgot to speak about the convict- 
lease scandals in Tennessee because he was made so happy 
by the visit of Tom: Platt, president of the Tennessee Iron, 
Coal and Railroad company, which holds a convict lease 
and is driving free labor out of the state. Its attorney, 
Colgin, has said: “We hold the convict labor as a club over 
the heads of free labor.” 
both the vote of Platt and the Tennessee miner? We learn 
that the people’s party men of Tennessee are “dreadfully 
And why shouldn’t they be ? 


How can Harrison expect to get 


in earnest.” 


St. John, the prohibitionist, who is a citizen of Kansas, 
has this tu say about the West: “I am familiar with the 
situation in the West, and confidently expect that the 
people’s party will carry Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado and 

_probably the two Dakotas. They have a good fighting 
ehance in North Carolina. This will throw the election 


into the House.” 


The Coming Crisis of Pueblo prints a list of 40 old party 
papers which have put-up the Weaver flag within a few 
weeks. 


Tacoma in the far northwest will attempt to throw off 
the republico-democratic joke in November by the election 
of a straight populist ticket. 


The old party papers in the West have a delightful way 
of forgetting the new party when the populists meet in 
large numbers, but when a crime is reported they are apt 
to say that the perpetrators were people’s party men. Two 
men were recently arrested in Kansas for a murder two 
years old, and the papers are saying that it was inspired by 
alliance farmers. A train robbery was reported the other 
day and the despatches said that the robbers were people’s 
party farmers. Such stupid tactics has one advantage; it 
tends to keep the eastern people’s minds away from the 
In the West it has no 


The masses are for Weaver, public owner- 


merits of the peeple’s party views. 
effect whatever. 
ship and victory in November. 


MASSACHUSETTS AT IT AGAIN. 
Maj. Winn Renominated and a Good Platform Adopted. 
The second annual eonvention of the Massachusetts 
people’s party, held on the 7th at William Parkman hall in 


Geo. F. Washburn 
was chairman and made a ringing speech, While the com- 


Boston, was in every way a success. 


mittee on platform was out, speeches were made by George 
Kempton of Sharon and E. Gerry Brown. We give below 
the platform reported by Chairman Henry R. Legate, which 
was unanimously adopted. Capt. Chas. E. Bowers, chair- 
man of the committee on nominations, reported the follow- 
ing ticket, which was also rnanimously adopted : 

The State and Electoral Tickets. 


Governor, Henry Winn of Malden. 

Lieutenant-governor, William J. Shields of Boston. 

Secretary of the Commonwealth, George Kempton of 
Sharon. 

Treasurer, Thomas A. Watson of Braintree. 

Auditor, Maurice W. Landers of Springfield. 

Attorney-general, Herbert McIntosh of Worcester. 

For presidential electors: At large, Edward Bellamy of 
Chicopee, George F. Washburn of Boston. District 1, 
I. M. Miller, Pittsfield; 2, W. O. Taylor, Orange; 3, L. 
M. Berry, Spencer; 4, A. F. Hall, Hudson; 5, H. W. K. 
Eastman, Lawrence; 6, J. B. Woodfin, Marblehead; 7, 
J. E. Clements, Lynn; 8, A. J. Philpott, Arlington; 9, 
Henry Lemon, Boston; 10, G. J. Moulton, Boston ; 11, E. 
L. Metcalf, Franklin; 12, T. 8. Hodgson, Middleboro; 13, 
F. E. Peck, East Wareham. 


The central committee of last year was re-elected and 
the executive committee was empowered to fill vacancies. 


The Candidates. _ 


Hon. Henry Winn, who was renominated for governor, 
is well known in this state as a staunch advocate of taxation 
reform. We have repeatedly printed a careful account of his 
career in this state. Whether as a law officer, legislator 
or soldier, Maj. Winn has proved himself a friend of the 
people and long-headed student of economies and public 
questions. : 

Wm. J. Shields of Jamaica Plain, candidate for lieu- 
tenant, Thomas A. Watson of East Braintree, candidate for 
treasurer and Herbert McIntosh of Worcester, candidate 
for attorney general, were all upon the people’s party ticket 
last year and their renomination was a natural consequence 
of the confidence reposed in them. 

The two new names upon the ticket, chosen in place of 
J.D. Cadle of Westfield and W.O. Wakefield of Lynn, good 
populists who declined renomination for personal reasons, 
are George Kempton of Sharon, secretary of the common- 
wealth and Maurice W. Landers of Springfield, auditor. 

Mr. Kempton was born at New Bedford in 1833. He 
was educated in the local schools, and has beer in business 
at New Bedford and Boston. He became identified with 
the anti-slavery movement at an early age and was often 
found at the historic No. 221 Washington Street. He 
raised and had charge of the fund for the education of Prof. 
Richard TI. Greener, the first colored Harvard graduate. 
He started and edited Public Good at Boston, a prohibition 
weekly paper. Mr. Kempton has been three times chair- 
man of the prohibition state central committee and has 
been on the. prohibition state ticket two or three times. 
When the people’s party adopted last year the plank favor- 
ing the conduct of the liquor traffic exclusively by the pub- 
lic, Mr. Kempton became convinced that it would be an im- 
portant step in the direction of temperance; and, being a 
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nationalist by conviction, he has followed very closely and 
with sympathy the growth of the populist movement. 

Mr. Landers is a young mechanic who has begun right by 
throwing off the restraints of old party dictation. He is 
well read on reform matters and has made many converts 
to the people’s party among the laborers of the western 
part of the state. Like Mr. Shields, he realizes by hard 
experience the despotism of capital over labor, and sees in 
the populist movement the opening of the door for the 
relief of the wage-worker. Mr. Landers was born in 1859 
at St. Louis, Mo, and educated in the public schools of 
Springfield. He learned the machinist trade at Hartford, 
Ct., and Chicopee. He joined the Knights of Labor at 
Worcester in 1881 and became interested in the labor ques- 
tion. After working in various cities, he returned to 
Springfield, became a member of the democratic city com- 
mittee, and its secretary. He resigned when he discovered 
that the party had no use for the laboring man except on 
election day. Mr. Landers had been engaged in the 
machine shops in the branch of the United States armory at 
the workshops at Springfield for about two years. He was 
elected president of the Springfield People’s Party club, re- 
cently organized, and three days later he was discharged 
without sufficient reasons being given. An investigation in- 
to the affair is on foot. Mr. Landers wants the men in 
the workshops put under civil service rules. He thinks the 
government should take the railroads and he favors other 
reforms which the workingmen in Western Massachusetts 
will hear about before the campaign is over. 

Major Winn was called upon for a speech after the busi- 
ness of the convention was over, and delivered an eloquent 
address on the issues of the new party. 


The Platform. 


We, citizens of Massachusetts, in convention assembled, 
do reaffirm and adopt the preamble, platform and resolu- 
tions put forth by the Omahr convention of the people’s 
party, July 4, 1892. 

The people’s party of Massachusetts declares its purpose 
to resist the domination of wealth, to establish justice 
among men irrespestive of their holdings, and to advance 
the interests of the masses of our citizens by checking the 
extortions and frauds largely sanctioned by laws which are 
committed by or in the interest of the plutocratic few. 

We commend the multiple standard as the scientific 
method of fixing the volume of a legal tender currency and 
preserving the uniformity of its purchasing power. 

We demand a doomage law with sufficient penalties to 
procure sworn lists of all personal property and its taxa- 
tion by a state assessment at a uniform rate in all munici- 
palities, with a distribution of the proceeds to all the cities 
and towns on a fair basis. 

We welcome the union of the labor forces consummated 
at Omaha, and believe that it is the function of government 
to protect the right to labor, and for that end to provide 
temporary employment for the unemployed until they can 
secure work elsewhere, and to open public employment 
agencies for employee and employer without expense to 
either. 

We demand that all public employees, municipal, state 
and national, be brought under a classified civil service 
system, without discharge except for cause after hearing. 

We demand that convicts be employed exclusively by 
the state, and not let out to contractors. 

We demand a strict enforcement of the law regulating 
child labor, and also the raising of the school age with 

*yeneral provision for industrial training. 
We favor a constitutional amendment providing that 


there shall be no discrimination between the rights, priv- 
ileges and exemptions of the sexes in the matter of suffrage 
or otherwise. 

We favor annual state elections. 

We believe that the solution of the liquor problem lies 
in the elimination of the element of profit, and therefore 
demand that the sale of liquor shall be exclusively carried 
on by the states at cost, through salaried officials in such 
municipalities as shall apply for such agencies, and that 
the national government shall regulate the importation, 
manufacture and transportation of all intoxicants so as to 
protect the states in their exclusive management of the 
same. 

Inasmuch as the business of insurance is at. present 
expensively and insecurely conducted at prices substan- 
tially fixed by a combination of the companies, we demand 
that the state undertake life and fire insurance for its 
citizens without profit beyond the margin necessary to 
secure the state from loss. 

We call upon Congress for some form of national regu- 
lation of the coal supply to protect the people from the 


t extortious of monopoly. 


It having been found that the authority could not be 
conferred upon the municipalities to establish coal and fuel 
yards, we demand extension of power to the Legislature to 
authorize them to carry on any business, not for profit, but 
when necessary to protect their citizens from monopolistic 
combinations. 

We protest against the contract system as used in the 
employment of labor by municipalities, and favor such laws 
as will end the pernicious habit. 

We favor legislation providing for the Swiss system, 
known as the initiative and referendum. 


The New Hampshire Ticket. 


The New Hampshire convention of the people’s party at 
Manchester, which we referred to last week, ratified the 
Omaha convention, favored the reduction of the hours of 
labor and annual state elections, opposed the act of the 
Legislature giving railroad corporations the privilege of 
watering their stock to the value of eight million dollars, 
called for a system of taxation that will bear equally upon 
corporations and farms, and favored the initiative and refer- 
endum. ‘The rally in the evening was well attended, and 
the new party starts out in the Granite State under favor- 
able auspices. These nominations made were: Governor, 
Wm. O. Noyes of Derry; presidential electors, George Car- 
penter of Swansey, C. Fred Blanchard of Concord, Remly 
S. Sidlinger of Gorham, Sumner T’. Claflin of Manchester. 
Ccngressmen, Ist district, J. A. Whittier of Deerfield; 2d 
district, E. M. Blodgett of Wentworth. 


The Populist Picnic in Texas. 


The third party picnics in Texas are proving powerful 
agents of reform in the campaign. About 40 have already 
been held and in many cases they are miles from the rail- 
road. The remote farmer puts his family in his wagon and 
rides 10, 20 and 40 miles to the picnic, and camps out for 
a week. ‘hey sing Weaver songs, debate the currency, 
get acquainted with their neighbors and agree to hang to- 
gether. ‘These men know there are stirring times ahead. 
They know that poverty in a wealthy country shows un- 
sound political economy. “What gets away with me,” 
said one farmer at a populist picnic, “is to go to town and 
see the children of the national bankers and speculators 
rolled along the sidewalks in silver-mounted baby buggies, 
and then ride home among the little farm of my neighbor 
and see his poor, little, dirty brat kicking up his heels on 
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an old, ragged quilt spread under a persimmon bush, while 
its mother is out in the cotton patch digging her own grave 
in the crab grass and cockle burrs. I tell you, these things 
are evough to rile any man.” <A storm of complimentary 
“amens” greeted this contrast in conditions, and then the 
choir led in another song : 


Oh, Demmies, don’t you hear the ery ? 
Oh, Republicans, you may heave a sigh : 
Oh, people, don’t you pass us by, 

In the fall of ninety-two. 


Chicago Carpenters Getting into the Middle of the Road. 


It is gratifying to see how fast the laboring men are 
moving in the direction of genuine reform. We notice 
for instance that Union No. 62 of the United States Car- 
penters and Joiners carried on Labor Day at Chicago 
these transparencies that hit the mark: “The Grievances 
of one is the Concern of all;” “Government Ownership of 
all Monopolies;” “Castles in Scotland and Bayonets at 
Homestead ;”” “We Demand the Initiative and Refer- 
endum.” Union 62, like affiliated organizations, are this 
year adding to their complaints definite reform measures, 
which the politicians must listen to. 


Thinks the Time not Ripe for Standing on Sound Principles. 


The Boston Herald prints this extraordinary editorial : 
“Maj. Henry Winn, who is to lead the party which styles 
itself the people’s party of Massachusetts, is a gentleman 
of ability and sincerity, who has thought for himself on 
public questions, and has been long actuated by a spirit of 
independence. It strikes us that the time is hardly ripe as 
yet for any general support of the views for which he 
stands in political action, even on the part of some of those 
who are inclined to acquiesce in their soundness. The 
major is more sanguine on this point than are the general- 
ity of his fellow-citizens, however.” 


A Capitalistic Message. 


The president’s message was almost .an insult to labor. 
With the militia under arms in five states, he says the 
blessings of God have rested upon our people. “ The work- 
men in our great industries,” he adds, “are as a body re- 
markably intelligent and are lovers of home and country.” 
The manufacturers who furnish a large part of the boodle 
to be used in the re-election of Harrison treat labor, espec- 
ially if organized, as though it were a foreign army, and 
many of them rely more upon the Pinkertons than upon 
justice to carry on their business. Over a million laborers 
are out of work; as many more have been forced into 
tramps ; the magazine writers and scholars of the land are 
crowding to the front with various remedies for an alarm- 
ing crisis in our history ; Europe wonders at starvation in 
the wealthiest of nations, and does not know what to make 
of Russian despotism in the land of the free. And yet Mr. 
Harrison with fatuous partisan blindness speaks of the 
blessings of God as resting upon our people. It is a mighty 
nation that can carry such divine blessings on its shoulders. 
The president is the agent of capital, and his message 
might have been prepared at a director’s meeting of railroad 
men. 

A Correction. 


“Information has just reached me,” writes Herbert Mc- 
Intosh, candidate for attorney general on the people’s party 
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ticket in Massachusetts, “that immediately after conclud- 
ing my speech at the recent picnic of the Central Labor 
Union of the city of Haverhill, the report was put in circu- 
lation that I am the president of the British American as- 
sociation. What the purpose of such a fabrication may 
have been, I am unable to state. As a matter of fact, I am 
wholly unaware of the existence of such an organization 
either in the city of Worcester or elsewhere, and could not, 
therefore, be in any way connected with it. My ancestors 
on both sides have lived in this country for over 200 
years.” 
California Notes. 
Weaver is in a fair way to carry Sacramento county. 


Populist camp meetings are being organized in Tulare 
county. 


Sharta county polls about 2,200 votes, and 1000 are now 
enrolled in the third party. 


Delegates to the Orange county convention say that they 
have already votes enough to elect the county ticket. 


Weaver’s trip to California has certainly alarmed the re- 
publicans. The democrats rather enjoy the commotion, and 
as the labor vote is going for Weaver and many Blaine re- 
publicans are sulking in their tents like Achilles “by the 
sounding sea,” the republicans of California are in a fair 
way to ask in November: “ Where are we at?” 


The San Francisco populist convention which nominated 
J. A. Johnson, editor of the People’s Press, for mayor, 
adoptea a ringing platform from which we clip the follow- 
ing: : 

“ We hold that there should be no private ownership of 
public works; that the elementary necessities of human 
life should be under no other control than that of the local 
government; that the city should own and operate its 
water and lighting supplies, and so save, as it can, annually 
to its people more than a million of dollars. In the mean 
time we demand that material reductions be made in water 
rates and cost of lighting. 

“We demand that no more street car franchises be granted ; 
that those which exist be terminated as soon as possible, 
to the end that the city shall own and operate all street 
railways, that wages of employees may be raised, their hours 
of work lessened, the municipality derive revenue from the 
use of its streets, and reduce fares to two for .a nickle; 
and in the mean time we demand the reduction.” 


Note and Comment. 
Ex-Speaker J. 8. Madison of Mississippi is a populist. 


The People’s Advocate of Atlanta, Ga., edited by a negro, 
advises the colored people to vote for Weaver. 


Baltimore Nationalist: The people’s party receives our 
hearty support. 


E. Gerry Brown spoke at people’s party rally at Hanover, 
Mass., on the 12th. 


Marion Cannon, populist candidate in the 6th California 
Congressional district, has brought down upon him the wrath 
of the corporations by favoring the government ownership 
of the railroads. As the fight goes on it looks as though 
he will live in Washington for the next two years. It is 


| rather a new thing for a Californian to think of going to 
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Congress without asking permission of the railroads. This 


is a year for new things. 


We have this from New York City : ‘“ We are proceeding 
quite well in organizing the assembly districts in this city 
for the people’s party. Those of us who can speak are out 
nearly every night. The meetings on Monday night at 24 
Cooper Union are better attended, and the county commit- 
tee is working busily at the headquaters, No. 6 Clinton 
Place.” 


The Omaha Preamble, Platform and Resolutions. 


Assembled upon the 116th anniversary of the declaration 
of independence, the people’s party of America, in their 
first national convention, invoking upon their action the 
blessing of Almighty God, puts forth in the name and on 
behalf of the people of this country the following preamble 
and declaration of principles : 

The conditions which surround us best justify our co- 
operation. We meetin the midst of a nation brought to the 
verge of moral, political and material ruin, Corruption 
dominates the ballot box, the Legislatures, the Congress 
and touches even the ermine of the bench. The people are 
demoralized; most of the states have been compelled to 
isolate the voters at the polling places to prevent universal 
intimidation or bribery. The newspapers are largely subsi- 
dized or muzzled; public opinion silenced; business pros- 
trated ; our homes covered with mortgages; labor impover- 
ished and the land concentrating in the hands of the 
capitalists. The urban workmen are denied the right of 
organization for se)! protection ; imported pauperized labor 
beats down their wages, a hireling standing army, unrecog- 
nized by our laws, is established to shoot them down; 
and they are rapidly degenerating into European conditions. 
The fruits of the toil of millions are boldly stolen to build 
up colossal fortunes for a few, unprecedented in the history 
of mankind; and the possessors of these, in turn, despise the 
republic and endanger liberty. From the same prolifie womb 
of governmental injustice we breed the two great classes — 
tramps and millionaires. The national power to create 
money is appropriated to enrich ‘bondholders. A vast pub- 
lic debt, payable in legal tender currency, has been funded 
into gold-bearing bonds, thereby adding millions to the 
burdens of the people. 

Silver, which has been accepted as coin since the dawn of 
history, has been demonetized to add to the purchasing 
power of gold by decreasing the value of all forms of prop 
erty as well as human labor, and the supply of currency is 
purposely abridged to fatten usurers, bankrupt enterprise 
and enslave industry. A vast conspiracy against mankind 
has been organized on two continents and it is rapidly tak- 
ing possession of the world. If not met and overthrown at 
once, it forebodes terrible social convulsions, the destruction 
of civilization or the establishment of an absolute despotism. 

We have witnessed for more than a quarter of a century 
the struggles of the two great political parties for power 
and plunder, while grievous wrongs have been inflicted upon 
a suffering people. We charge that the controling influ- 
ences dominating both these parties have permitted the ex- 
isting dreadful conditions to develop without serious efforts 
to prevent or restrain them. Neither do they now promise 
us any substantial reform. They have agreed together to 
ignore, in the coming campaign, every issue but one. They 
propose to drown the outcries of a plundered people with 
the uproar of a sham battle over the tariff, so that capital- 
ists, corporations, national banks, rings, trusts, watered 
stock, the demonetization of silver and the oppressions of 
the usurers may all be lost sight of. They propose to sac- 
rifice our homes, lives and children on the altar of 
mammon; to destroy the multitude in order to secure cor- 
ruption funds from the millionaires. 

Assembled on the anniversary of the birthday of the 
nation and filled with the spirit of the grand generation 


which established our independence, we seek to restore the 
government of the republic to the hands of “the plain 
people,” with whom it originated. 

We assert our purposes to be identical with the purposes 
of the national constitution : “To forma more perfect union, 
establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the 
common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure 
the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity.” 

We declare that this republic can only endure as a free 
government while built upon the love of the whole people 
for each other and for the nation; that it cannot be pinned 
together by bayonets; that the civil war is over and that 
every passion and resentment which grew out of it must 
die with it, and that we must be in fact, as we are in name, 
the united brotherhood of free men. 

Our country finds itself confronted by conditions for 
which there is no precedent in the history of the world; our 
annual agricultural productions amount to billions of dollars 
in value, which must within a few weeks or months be ex- 
changed for billions of dollars of commodities consumed in 
their production; the existing currency supply is wholly 
inadequate to make this exchange; the results are falling 
prices, the formation of combines and rings and the impov- 
erishment of the producing class. We pledge ourselves 
that, if given power, we will labor to correct these evils by 
wise and reasonable legislation in accordance with the terms 
of our platform. We believe that the powers of govern- 
ment — in other words, of the people — should be expanded 
(as in the case of the postal service) as rapidly and as far 
as the good sense of an intelligent people and the teachings 
of experience shall justify, to the end that oppression, in- 
justice and poverty shall eventually cease in the land. 

While our sympathies as a party of reform are naturally 
upon the side of every proposition which will tend to make 
men intelligent, virtuous and temperate, we nevertheless re- 


| gard these questions, important as they are, as secondary to 


the great issues now pressing for solution, and upon which 
not only our individual prosperity, but the very existence 
of free institutions depend; and we ask all men to first help 
us to determine whether we are to have a republic to admin- 
ister, before we differ as to the conditions upon which it is 
to be administered. Believing that the forces of reform 
this day organized will never cease to move- forward until] 
every wrong is remedied, and equal rights and equal privileges 
securely established for all men and women of the country, 
we declare therefore : 

First — That the union of the labor forces of the United 
States, this day consummated, shall be permanent and per- 
petual. May its spirit enter into all hearts for the salva- 
tion of the republic and the uplifting of mankind. 

Second— Wealth belongs to him who creates it, and every 
dollar taken from industry without an equivalent is robbery, 
“Tf any will not work, neither shall he eat.” The interests 
of rural and civic labor are the same; their enemies ident- 
ical. 

Third — We believe that the time has come when the rail- 
road corporations will either own the people or the people 
must own the railroads and should the government enter upon 
the work of owning and managing any or all railroads, we 
should favor an amendment to the constitution by which al} 
persons engaged in the government service shall be placed 
under a civil service regulation of the most rigid chara-ter, 
so as to prevent the increase of the power of the national 
administration by the use of such additional government 
employees. 

We demand a national currency, safe, sound and flex- 
ible, issued by the general government only, a full legal 
tender for all debts, public and private, and that without 
the use of banking corporations; that a just, equitable and 
efficient means of distribution direct to the people, at a tax 
uot to exceed two per cent per annum, to be provided, as set 
forth in the sub-treasury plan of the Farmers’ alliance, 
or some better system; also by payments in discharge of 
its obligations for public improvements. 


586 


THE NEW NATION. 


[Szer. 17, 1892 


We demand the free and unlimited coinage of silver and 
gold at the present legal ratio of 16 to 1. 

We demand that the amount of circulating medium be 
speedily increased to not less than $50 per capita. 

We demand a graduated income tax. 

We believe that the moneys of the country should be 
kept as much as possible in the hands of the people, and 
hence we demand that all state and national revenues shall 
be limited to the necessary expenses of the government, 
economically and honestly administered. 

We deinand that postal savings banks be established 
by the government, for the safe deposit of the earnings of 
the people, and to facilitate exchange. 

Transportation being a <neans of exchange and a pubiic 
necessity, the government should own and operate the 
railroads in the interest of the people. 

The telegraph and telephone, like the postoffice system 
being a necessity for transmission of news, should be owned 


and operated by the government in the interest of the people. | 


The land, including all the natural resources of wealth, 
is the heritage of all the people, and should not be monopo- 
lized for speculative purposes, and alien ownership of land 
should be prohibited. All lands now held by railroads and 
other corporations in excess of their actual needs, and all 
lands now owned by aliens, should be reclaimed by the gov- 
ernment and held for actual settlers only. 


THE ELEMENT OF SELF. 


One of the obstacles that a reformer meets is a judge, and 
this is not to be wondered at, as the judge is sworn to 
maintain the established order of things. 

How the element of self triumphs is the daily story of 
of the court room. A decision was handed down by the 


Massachusetts supreme court last week which was tech-. 


nically all a jurist might desire, but it is bound to offend 
the layman. ‘The plaintiff had sold to the defendant an 
interest in a bakery for $10,000, and the defendant in turn 
sold the business for $50,000. The plaintiff had approached 
the defendant as a friend. The defendant discovered that 
the business was very valuable. He seems to have lain 
aside his moral obligation of friendship and to have acted 
on strictly business principles. He advised the plaintiff 
to sell out his interest for $10,000, although believing that 
it was worth five times that amount. As the event proved, 
the defendant secured the plaintiff’s interest and sold it 
for $50,000. The plaintiff then undertook by process of 
law to recover the business thus parted with through the 
advice of a so-called friend. ‘The supreme court denied his 
prayer in a decree in which is this passsage : 

By an unexpected turn, defendant has realized a large amount of 
money out of property formerly belonging to the plaintiff, and in 
which the defendant became interested only through a willingness 
to aid the plaintiff, who was a friend of many years’ standing. It 
is not surprising that plaintiff should have felt that the defendant 
was honestly under some obligation to him, but we cannot take 
such considerations into account, but must dispose of the case in 
accerdance with the rules by which such cases are governed. . 


In this case the obligation of friendship is ignored and 
the seal of approval put upon an act of deception by giving 
the dependant the financial benefit of that deception. ‘The 
effect of such legal decrees is tu confirm grasping mén in 
their habits of selfish greed even to the practice, morally, 
of confidence games; and as to men, naturally inclined to 
be honest, the tendency is to force them upon the high 
seas of commercial piracy. 

We really cannot blame the judges so much, as they 
figure as umpires over the game. Our indictment is against 
the game. It is nore brutal than the prize ring, because 
in the latter, the contest is divided up into rounds. Com- 
petition in business is a war waged with the continuous 
and relentless motive of self-aggrandizement. To make 
money at trade and at the same time to love one’s neighbor 
as one’s self is among the impossible things. 


NATIONALISTIC DRIFT. 


Items of Industrial, Political, Social and Commercial Intelli- 
gence indicating the approaching Breakup of the Present 
System and the Tendency through Business Combinations 
and Public Control of Industry toward Complete National 
Co-operation. ; 


Kansas. 


Pittsburg Kansan: We demand the municipal ownership 
of street railways, water-works, gas and electric plants and 
telephones. 

Indiana. 


Labor Herald (Fort Wayne): Government has en- 
deayored to control the railroads, but failed. Ownership 
of the railroads is the only method of control. 


California. 


The convention of American bankers in session at San 
¥rancisco last week declared in favor of the Nicaragua 
canal under government control. 


Illinois. 


The Lake Street and Metropolitan Elevated railroads of 
Chicago have been consolidated. The Metropolitan is 
owned by the men who own the New York city elevated 
system. 


A combine has been formed between the breweries of 
Chicago by which they are to contribute jointly the sum of 
$6,000,000 for the purchase of saloons throughout the city. 
The best paying establishments throughout the city are to 
be purchased and run in the interest of the trust. Six per 
cent bonds to the amount of $6,000,000, secured by the 
plants of the companies in the combine, are to be floated as 
a means of raising the necessary; funds. 


Maine. 


The chief industry of Vinal Haven is its granite quarries 
and the long strike just ended has been a great detriment to 
the town. The men regularly employed there are of a high 
order of intelligence, and during the more than four months 
that the strike has lasted they have had the active sym- 
pathy of 95 per cent of the entire community. A portion 
of them have now leased a quarry and are working it upon 
the co-operative plan, and the settlement of the strike will 
not deflect them from their purpose to continue to work for 
themselves. The paving cutters have found that they can 
get $10 per thousand more for paving stones than they re- 
ceived from the company and have contracts sufficient to 
keep them busy for some time. One quarter of the entire 
number employed prior to the strike will soon be working 
co-operatively and the results likely to flow from this can 
not fail to be detrimental to the private companies. The 
latter have thrown every possible obstacle in the way of the 
men in their new departure, to the extent even of attempt- 
ing to prevent them from securing a wharf; but their efforts 
have proved futile, and from present indications one is safe 
in predicting that the time is not far off when most of the 
stone business of Vinal Haven will be conducted upon the 
co-operative plan. 

Miscellaneous. 

The Reading coal combine is leaving no stone unturned 
to hold its grasp upon the coal supply. Fearing a strike of 
employees, the combine. began as early as Juue to accumu- 
late a reserve supply of coal near Plainfield, N.J. About 
four miles from that city is the largest coal storage in the 
world. Enormous coal trains have been regularly deposit- 
ing their loads under the 14 big elevators. Under each 
elevator it is now piled as high as any building in the city. 
The stored coal covers several acres. Meantime the price 
of coal tends upward. 
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MEETINGS OF NATIONALIST CLUBS 


Are held as follows, and all persons inter- 
ested will be gladly welcomed at any of these 
meetings : — 


Boston. — First Nationalist Club. Reception 
rooms at 184 Boylston street; open daily. 
Information and publications on National- 
ism furnished to any desiring them. Regular 
meeting of the Club, 2d Wednesday of each 
month. 


Boston.— Second Nationalist will meet every 
Sunday evening in William Parkman Hall, 
3 Boylston place. The public are cordially 
invited. 


Haverhill. — First Nationalist, business meet- 
ing, 2d Wednesday of each month. Meeting 
every Sunday evening at 8 Pp. M., at 73 Mer- 
rimack street, rooms "5 and 6. (Pamphlets 
solicited.) Rooms open every evening. 


Needham, Mass. — Nationalist Club holds 
regular meetings the third Monday in every 
month. Additional meetings for outside 
work, as desired. E. P. Washburn, Sec. 


Oakland, Cal.— The New Nation Club, busi- 
ness meeting, lst Monday of each month. 
Public meeting every Friday at8 P.M. 865 
Broadway. (Reorganized from 1st National- 


GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY, 


New Fast Train Service Between 


Boston and Chicago, 
6 trains daily, Sunday excepted. 


pos 
Niagara Falls Route, 


Fitchburg Depot, Ly. Boston via Hoosac Tunnel 

3 a.m. West Shore, Grand Trunk and 
Chicago & Grand Trunk Rys., 
arriving in Chicago 4.50 p.m. next afternoon. 
Frrst-Cniass Fare, $21.00. Has Parlor Car 
to Johnsoaville, Sleeping Car Rotterdam to 
Chicago. 


Montreal Line. 


Fitchburg Depot, Lv. Boston via Fitchburg, Cen- 

10.30 a.m. tral Vermont, Grand Trunk, 
Chicago & Grand Trunk, ar- 
riving at Chicago 9.30 p.m., next evening, only 
one night out. FARE, $18.00, First CLass. 
Has Parlor Car to Montreal, Vestibule Sleep- 
ing Car to Montreal to Chicago. 


Montreal Line. 


BOSTON & MAINE, Lv. Boston via Boston & ist.) 
Lowell rie Maine, Southern Division, : 
11.00 a. Concord & Montreal, Cen-| Philadelphia, Pa.— First Nationalist meets 


1st and 3d Friday evenings, at Earley’s hall, 
1321 Arch street. 


San Francisco, Cal.— The Pacific Club 
holds weekly Sunday evening propaganda 
meetings, at 9094 Market street. 


tral Vermont,Grand Trunk 
and Chicago & Grand Trunk Rys., arriving at 
Chicago at 9.30 P.M., next evening, only one 
night out. FARs, $18.00, First Cuass. Has 
Pullman Vestibule Sleeping Car Boston to 
Chicago without change. 


Niagara Falls Route. 


Daily, Sunday included. tary, solicits correspondence and pamphlet. 


oo POLMIStD OOD: SS eo distribution. 


SIA) 


Read this — it’s for you. 


ADEs SOS fe OTA ass VL ie RON EA 
West Shore, Grand Trunk, 
Chicago & Grand Trunk Rys., 
arriving at Chicago next evening at 9.30 P.M. 
Fark, First Cuass, $21.00. Has Sleeping 
Car to Niagara Falls. Sleeping Car Niagara 
Falls to Chicago. 
Niagara Falls Route. 

i Depot, Ly. Boston via Fitchburg, 
Fitchbus p. iy “West Shore, Grand Trunk, 
Chicago & Grand Trunk Rys., 
arriving at Chicago 8.00 a.m., the second 
morning. Firsr Cass FARE, $21.00. Has 
Sleeping Car Boston to Chicago without 
change, 


Fitchburg Depot, 
oe eels For oS See good vusiness 
Envelopes, with corner or 
address printed thereon. 
C. M.A. Twitchell & Co., 
Printers and Stationers, 
319 Washington Street, 
Boston. Send for sample. 


Montreal Line. 
Daily, Sunday excepted. 


BOSTON & MAINE, Lv. Boston via Boston & 
Lowell Depot, Maine, Concord & Mon- 
7.15 p.m. treal, Central Vermont, 

Grand Trunk, Chicago & 

Grand Trunk Rys., arriving at Chicago the 

second afternoon at 4.50 p,m. First CLass 

FARE ONLY $18.00. Has Wagner Sleeping 

Car Boston to Montreal, Pullman Sleeping 

Car Montreal to Chicago. 


L. J. SEARGEANT, N. J. POWER, 
Gen’! Manager, Gen’] Pass. Agt., 
Montreal, P. Q. Montreal, P. Q. 
W. WAINWRIGHT, N. J. GRACE, 
Asst. Gen’] Mgr. N. E. Pass. Agt. 
Montreal, P.Q. 260 Washington St., 
Boston, Mass. 


FOR PEOPLES PARTY NEWS 
READ 
ial NEW MAUS LANE 


outfit30c. CHARLES H, EERR& CO. Pubs, ASiacagos 


produces a strong, brilliant 
whereas town 


This machine 
gas at 75 cents per 1000 cn. ft., 
gas averages 51.50 to $2.00. You can save 


money by adopting it for stores, homes, 
churehes, factories, &e. All sizes made, 
smallest sizes, costs $90), lasts a lifetime, per- 
fectly safe, the cheapest gas for lighting and 
cooking, &e. Why not be independent of gas 
and electric companies? Write and state re- 
quirements. 
CLARENCE M. KEMP, 


Fayette and Frederick Sts., Baltimore. 


We also make the Solor Water Heater, and 
Cellar Drainer. 


South Framingham, Mass.— Club does not 
meet regularly. W. D. McPherson, secre- 


| sons who do not drink liquor. 
‘ticulars at once. 


FITCHBURG RAILROAD. 


Superb Equipment, Excell Excellent Train Service, 


Fast Time, and Courteous Employees 
make the 


HOOSAC TUNNEL ROUTE 
The Favorite Line from Boston to Troy, Al- 


bany, Saratoga, Lake George, Adirondack and. 
Catskill Mountains, Syracuse, Rochester, Buf- 
falo, Niagara Falls, Hamilton, Toronto, Cleve- 
land, Detroit, Cincinnati, Chicago, St. Louis, 


and all points West, Southwest and Northwest. 


FAST EXPRESS TRAINS 
elegant PALACE PARLOR and 
SLEEPING CARS to and from 


BOSTON and CHICAGO 


A — 


BOSTON and ST. LOUIS, 


VIA 


NIAGARA FALLS, 


without change. 


The Popular Route for all points in Northern 
New York, Vermont and Canada. The Only 
Line running through cars, without change, 
from Boston to Rutland, Brandon, Middlebury, 
Vergennes and Burlington, Vt. The Pictur- 
esque Route from Boston to St. Albans, St. 
Johns, Ogdensburg, Ottawa, Montreal and 
Quebec. 


With 


Elegant Palace Parlor and Sleeping Cars to 


and from Boston and Montreal without 
change. 


For Time Tables, Parlor and Sleeping Car 
accomodations, or further information, apply 
to any Agent of the Fitchburg Railroad and at 


250 Washington Street, or 


Fitchburg R.R. Passenger Station, Boston. 
J. R. WATSON, General Pass. Agent. 


LIGHT. 


A new monthly magazine published at Nat- 
chez, Miss. 


Contains general literary reading and is the 
special champion of the work of the humane- 
reforms in the South. RicHarp F. RExEp, 
Secretary of Mississippi Humane Society, Edi- 
tor. People interested in reform work every- 
where should send for sample copy. 


OUR CHALLENGE TO THE WORLD! 


Five Thousand Purchasers tell the Tale!! 


The Genuine SMITH GRUBBER js the 


Only Perfect Machine in Use. 


Price: $42 50 


Cheapest! Handiest! Best! 
Warranted to 


on board cars at Ottumwa. 
have no equal. 


W. SMITH & CO., Mystic, lowa. 


CO-OPERATION --- PRINTERS. 


The E. Arthur See Co., printers, blank book 
manufacturers and stationers, of Harvey, IIl., 
want to correspond with any who have an in- 
terest in co-operation in this line. We want 
to appry the principle and can interest anyone 
who may want to become operatives or invest- 
ors. All who become operatives must be per- 
Write fuil par- 


The E. Arthur See Co., Harvey, I11. 


al 
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“GOVERNMENT AND THE LAW OF EQUAL FREEDOM.” THE NEW NATION. 


By PROF. FRANK PARSONS, of the Boston University Law School. | Oye year . ; : . $1.00 


ene Sin months 5 sc3 
vice as well as for restraint. The public ownership of railways, telegraphs, mines, and all! Three months . ‘ : B 25 
msnopolies will be a legitimate extension of the business functions of the government and 
the necessary outcome of complete co-operation. The writer annihilates the theories of Her- Per copy . : 5 A : .05 
bert Spencer’s ‘‘ Justice” and *‘ Social Statics.”” His statements of the Law of Equal Free- 
dom and his limitation of the Sphere of Government are shown to be self-contradictory and | {@-Hand a Sample Copy to your neighbor. 
utterly untenable, even by Spencer’s own admissions, ‘hose who follow Spencer in the 
belief that government ought to confine itself to acting as a policeman, should read the un- A correspondent from a Massachusetts town, 
answerable argument of this vrochure. And those who have broad ideas of the sphere of govern- | who has sent us many subscribers, writes that 
mental action, but are puzzled by the opposition of men so undeniably great as Spencer, will | his motto is: : 
find the whole matter made luminous in the few pages of this powerful address, 
Price 15 cents, paper. Address, Count that day lost whose low descend- 
Ture New Nation, 13 Winter St., Boston, Mass. ing sun 


+ é, 5 z a . 7, e 
Considerations proving the immense Sees no subscriber to The New Na-shun. 


This pamphlet establishes the principle that government is properly an agency for ser- 


. There is the making of a paper in that 
Increase of Wealth Production motto, and we trust that THe NEw NATION 


Assured by a SINGLE NATIONAL syNDICATE or Nationalism, and the variousi| Will be a beneficiary of the sentiment that in- 
3 spired this little parody. The air is full of 

labor war and rumors of war. Society is beset 
ITEMS OF W ASTE with contentions, and every day has a new 
remedy. THE NEw NATION appeals to work- 

ad P ae ingmen to consider public ownership as the 
of Energy occasioned by the competitive system natural and logical outcome of our present ills. 


The suggestion dropped by a friend that the 
barber shop was a good place to catch the 
public eye has been taken up by several of our 
friends. It is certainly a plan worth a trial. 
Oliver le Dain, barber of Lowis XI., was made 
‘the confident of the king, and the American 
barber is often made the confident of the 
; people. During the time when 


The solemn barber barbs and fills his 


a RY Mice purse, : 
with their depressing effect on the Arts and Sciences, are set forth in Putnam’s And tells the secrets of the universe, 
. “Architecture under Nationalism,” published by Ticknor & Co., Boston. Baty cretomers nae to wait, and as they 
A , 3 . wait they read. ere is 0 tunity. A 
Sent by The New Nation on receipt of price, 25 cents. ‘ word io the ie is eNRAeRnt ToL. pees 


Lessons in Sanitary Plumbing. 


LESSON NO. 6. 


‘“Sewer-gas”’ in houses, like poverty, is an unnecessary evil resulting from 
an unscientific condition of things. Foolish and impotent laws have been 
made to mitigate an evil which mizht be entirely eradicated by removing the 
cause, Instead of attempting to remove the the foul gases in the waste pipes 
by erecting an elaborate, expensive, and dangerous complication of ‘ back- 
vent” pipes, the ‘‘Sanitas”’ system recognizes ‘‘sewer-gas’’ to be the neces- 
sary result of an unnecessarily foul condition of the pipes, and strikes directly 
at the cause by removing, through powerful flushing, the accumulations 
which create it. The ‘Sanitas*’ system is, therefore, the ‘‘ Nationalism ”’ 
of plumbing, as attacking the causes rather than the results of a disease, 
and is now rapidly gaining favor among the thinking public. 

Messrs. Oby and Love, plumbers of Alliance, O., wrote as follows: ‘‘ We 
think the Sanitas basin by far the best in the market; and it is the only 
Perspective of Sanitas Basin Lift. basin, so far as we know, that ha» an outlet anywhere near large enough. Section of Sanitas Basin Lift. 

We have always thought it the ereatest nonsense to put a one and one half 
nch waste from a basin which has an outlet not more than one ‘hir.t of this capacity. Your basin is just what we have been looking 
or in this respect.” : 

This basin empties itself in from three to five seconds, scourii:g the trap and pipes. The overflow pipe stands in a recess in the back 
of the bowl, and does away with the ordinary fou! secret overflow »assage and the troublesome and dirty plug and chain. A single motion 
of the hand opens or shuts the outlet. The standpipe is easily de:acliable from the basin for cleansing. By this device the utmost sim- 
plicity, convenience and cleanliness are obtained. 


Manufactured and Sold by the 


Sanitas Manufacturing Company, 
SMITH & ANTHONY STOVE Co., Proprietors, Boston, New York and Chicago. 


